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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 28 December 2001 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed In accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213, 
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4) S Claim(s) 1-21 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to, 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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10)^ The drawing(s) filed on 28 December 2001 is/are: a)l3 accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction Is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the application filed on December 28, 2001 . 
Claims 1-21 are now pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 6, 7.9 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out who or what is 
receiving, retrieving or comparing information. Applicant's also failed to point out 
these actions are done by internal or external or remote process. 

4. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

5. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out who or what is sending instruction. 
Applicant's also failed to point out these actions are done by internal or external 
or remote process. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that fonn the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

7. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Krishnan etal. (U.S. Pub. 2003/0105679) hereinafter referred as Krishnan. 

8. Krishnan has disclosed: 

• <Claim1> 

A set top box comprising: 

a connection to a network adapted to receive content from the network, an 
output adapted to send a signal to a television at least one resource, and a 
remote resource manager adapted to detect /sense the resource. (Fig. 1). 

• <Claim 2> 

The STB according to claim 1, wherein the remote resource manager 
sends infomiation to a service provider. (Fig. 1). 



<Claim 3> 

The STB according to claim 1, wherein the resource is a hard disk drive. 
(Page 2. P [0018]). 
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• * <Claim 4> 

The STB according to claim 1, wherein the resource is memory. (Page 2, 
P[0019]). 



• <Claim 5> 

The STB according to claim 1 , wherein the resource relates to tuner 
capabilities. (Fig. 2). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the 
time the invention was made to a person having ordinary sl<iil in the art to which said subject matter 
pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claims 6-17 and 20-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Krishnan et al. (U.S. Pub. Number 2003/0105679) hereinafter 
referred as Krishnan as applied above, and further in view of Gazda et al. (U.S. 
Patent Number 6,453,470) hereinafter referred as Gazda. 



1 1 . With respect to claim 6, 

Krishnan teaches sending and receiving information from and to STB (Page 
3. P [0028]). 
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Krishnan doesn't explicitly teach comparing information. However, Gazda in 
an analogous art teaches comparing information. (Gazda, Fig.1, 110). 

12. As to Claim 6. \^<^^ ^ ^n.U^ ^ 

A method for communicating with a remote set top box (STB) comprising 
the step of: 

receiving a first item of information related to resources associated with 
the STB from the STB; and (Kishnan, Fig. 1; Page 3, P[0028]) 

comparing the first item of information with a second item of information, 
the second item of information being related to resources expected to be 
associated with the STB. (Gazda, Fig.1, 110). 

As to claim 6, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the system of Krishnan by 
adding functionality of detecting and verifying information that allows a user to 
have a system with greater portability. The incorporation of the detecting and 
verifying information in Krishnan would mal<e the system versatile. (Gazda, 
Column 2, lines 14-16). 



13. As to claim 6-17 and 20-21 , the rational given above is applied in addition 
Krishnan teaches: 
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• <Claim 7> 

The method according to claim 6, wherein the second item of information 
is received from a database. (Krishnan, Page 2, P[0023]). 

• <Claim 8> 

The method according to claim 6, wherein the first item of infomiation 
includes information related to a fixed disc drive. (Krishnan, Page 2, [0018]). 

• <Claim 9> 

A method for remotely managing resources associated with a set top box 
(STB) comprising the steps of: 

receiving a first item of information from the STB, wherein the first item of 
information relates to the resources associated with the STB; (Kishnan, Fig. 1 ; 
Page 3, P[0028]) 

retrieving a second item of infomnation, wherein the second item of 
information, and 

comparing the first item of infomnation with the second item of information. 
(Gazda, Fig.1, 110). 



• .<Claim 10> 

The method according to claim 9, wherein the second item of information 
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relates to an expected configuration of resources associated with tlie STB. 
(Gazda. Column 3, lines 59-60). 

• <Clalm11> 

The method according to claim 9, wherein if a difference between the first 
item of information and the second item of information is detected, then an 
instruction Is sent to the STB. (Krishnan, Page 2, [0017]) 

• <Claim 12> 

The method according to claim 9, wherein the first item of information is 
received from a remote resource manager. ( Krishnan, Page 3, P[0028]) 

• <Claim 13> 

A method for remotely managing resources associated with an set top 
box (STB) comprising the steps of: 

receiving a first item of infomiation from the STB, wherein the first item of 
information relates to resources associated with the STB; (Kishnan, Fig. 1; Page 3, 
P[0028]) 

retrieving a second item of information from a database spaced from the 
STB, (Krishnan, Page 2, P [0023]). wherein the second item of infomiation relates to 
an expected configuration of the STB; (Gazda, Column 3, lines 59-60). 
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comparing the first item of information with the second item of information; 
(Gazda, Fig. 1, 110) and 

sending an instruction to the STB wherein the instruction is adapted to 
perform a function on the STB. (Krishnan, Page 2, [0017]) 

• <Claim 14> 

The method according to claim 13, wherein the instruction modifies an 
amount of available disk space on a fixed disk drive associated with the STB. 
(Krishnan, Page 1, P [0007]) 

• <Claim 15> 

The method according to claim 14, wherein the instruction modifies an 
amount of available disk space on a fixed disk drive associated with the STB by 
instructing the STB to address only certain portions of the fixed disk drive. 
(Krishnan, Page 1, P [0007]) 

• <Claim 16> 

The method according to claim 14, wherein the instmction modifies an 
amount of available disk space on a fixed disk drive associated with the STB by 
instructing the STB to address additional portions of the fixed disk drive. (Krishnan, 
Page 4, P[0034]). 
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• <Claim 17> 

The method according to claim 13, wherein the Instruction modifies a 
capability of a tuner. (Krishnan, Page 3, [0024]). 

• <Claim20> 

The method according to claim 13, wherein the Instruction is sent to a 
remote resource manager. (Fig. 1; Krishnan, Page 3, P[0028]). 

• <Claim21> 

The method according to claim 13, wherein the instruction is adapted to be 
received by remote resource manager. (Fig. 1; Krishnan, Page 3, P[00281). 

14. Claims 18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Krishnan et al. (U.S. Pub. Number 2003/0105679) hereinafter 
referred as Krishnan as applied above. In view of Gazda et al. (U.S. Patent 
Number 6,453,470) hereinafter referred as Gazda and further in view of Perlman 
(U.S. Patent Number 6.742,182). 

15. With respect to claim 18, 

Krishnan teaches tuner for data transmission (Krishnan, Page 3, 
[0024]). Krishnan explicitly doesn't teach tuner to descramble channels. 
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However, Perlman in an analogous art teaches tuner to descramble 
channels. (Perlman, Column 6, lines 17-23). 

16. As to claim 18, 

The method according to claim 17, wherein the Instruction modifies the 
capability of a tuner by permitting the tuner to descramble additional channels. 
(Perlman, Column 6, lines 17-23). 

Since the inventions disclosed in Krishnan and Perlman encompass the 
same field of endeavor, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the system of Krishnan by 
adding descrambling television signal that allows a user to have a system with 
greater portability. The incorporation of the descrambling television signal in 
Krishnan would make the system versatile. (Perlman, Column 2, lines 23-27). 

17. As to claim 19, same rational given above is applied in addition 
Perlman teaches: 

• <Claim 19> 

The method according to claim 17, wherein the instruction modifies the 
capability of a tuner by preventing the tuner to descramble preselected 
channels. (Perlman, Column 2, lines 23-27). 
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Conclusion 

18. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
tlie applicant's disclosure. 

• Hendricks et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,828,993) discloses a set top terminal that 
stores programs locally and generates menus. 

• Carpenter (U.S. Patent Number 6,745,245) discloses methods for managing 
access to set-top box. 

• Sorensen (U.S. Patent Number 6,687,754) discloses a method of detecting a 
device in a network. 

• AlSafadi et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,467,088) discloses reconfiguration 
manager for controlling upgrades of electronic devices. 

• Ozawa et al. (U.S. Pub. No. 2001/0030959) discloses a method for data delivery 
in set-top box. 



1 9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Faruk Hamza whose telephone number is 
571-272-7969. The examiner can nomially be reached on Monday through 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Hosain Alam can be reached at 571-272-3978. The fax 
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phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.qov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 886-21 7-91 97 (toll -free). 



Faruk Hamza 
Patent Examiner 
Group Art Unite 2155 



